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We thank Dr. Noppen for his comments. Different
methods for estimating pneumothorax size are
popular in different parts of the world. Australia
and North America commonly favour variations of
the Rhea Method while the Light Index seems to be
more popular in Europe. That said, the point Dr.
Noppen makes about problems with the application
of the Rhea and Collins methods for estimating
pneumothorax size with the advent of digital
radiology are important. These methods were
based on absolute measurements made on chest
X-rays printed on standard film size rather than
images scaled to fit viewing screens. Other meth-
ods, such as the Light Index, based on proportionalee front matter & 2006 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserve
med.2006.04.011measurements are likely to be more easily applied
with this technology.
Dr. Noppen’s comments about the lack of
evidence underpinning the link between pneu-
mothorax size and the requirement for intervention
are well made. We share these concerns. There is a
dearth of well-designed, comparative studies in the
management of spontaneous pneumothorax and
until such studies are undertaken a truly evidence-
based approach will not be possible.Anne-Maree Kelly
Joseph Epstein Centre for Emergency Medicine
Research, Australia
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